Southern lllinois Interagency Habitat and Fuels Crew
Spring 2021 Fire Report

Afterimplementing only one prescribed burn in January aadsh winter
weather in February, conditions quickly changed in March, leadiagviry busy and
productive spring season. The SIIHFC worked alongside $hawneeNational Forest
lllinois Department of Natural Resourc&guthern lllinois Prescribdgurn Association,
Shawnee RC&D, and crerepresenting the Forest Service, Bureau of Land
Management and National Park Servicem Oregon, Nevada, Pennsylvania, Minnesota,
Michigan, Indiana, and Missouri. When the smoke cleared, these collaborative and
highly coordinated efforts eclipsed the record for acres burned in a fiscal year by the
Shawnee National Forest set in FY19. This was a tremendously rewarding fire season
that provided valuable experience to the Fuels Crew and Women In Fire fellows.eWe ar
proud to be a part of these great accomplishments and grateful for the trust, leadership,
and mentorship of our partners.
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X 14,500+ Acres burned in FY21 by Shawnee National Forest

e 11,377 Acres burned on and around the Shawnee National
T g Forest with TNC assistance in Spring 2021

Perimeter ignitions establishing black in the open lands portion of the Bebout Rx.



9,702 Acres burned with TNC
assistance on USFS lands

— Average acreage
of units burned

Left: Nathan displays a deadhead found while conducting interior ignitions at the Pleasant Valley Rx.
Right: WIF Fellow, Emma Ensley, conducts perimeter ignitions at the Ramsey Branch RXx.



View from atop one of thevaterfalls within the Jackson Hole Ecological Area, one of two natural areas
in the Double Branch Rx

A postfire view of a rocky drainage found within the Beatty Branch Rx in Pope Collris/950
acreunit includes 150 acres of national forest lamdth multiple private ownerships comprising the
remaining acres. The Forest Servib\R- Division of Forestry3PBA Shawnee RC&D, Rural Pope

County Fire Protection Distriobut-of-state Bureau of Land Management personaietl TNC all
worked togethe to implement this burn.
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Double Branch Rx

Multiple strips of fire come together in the Jackson Hole EA, part of the Double Branch Rx. Two 1,500
acre units were burned this spring using aerial ignition, the Gap View Rx and the Double Branch Rx
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| 17 Prescribed fires mentoring the Women In Fire Fellows

WIF FellowdVlakenna Baxter (left) and Emma Ensley (right), on their first prescribed burn with the
USDA Forest Service at the Bebout Rx on MafcRep1.



11,623 Acres burned with TNC

assistance on IDNR Inds Boulder Slope Rx

Fire wraps around a slough that was interior during the Boulder Slope prescribedtithenCache
River Sta¢ Natural Area
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8 Assists on IDNR burns
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ficaid Moundst 3

A backing fire makes its way around one of the Kincaid mounds. The crew dotted the mounds up wind
and let the fire make its way around the mounds against the wind. This allowed any wildlife seeking
refuge on the mounds, a chance tacape during the prescribed burn as opposed to ringing the units

quickly.
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SIU Fire Dawgs Collaboration Sra

Tharran and Caleb are featured above after the Lake Murphysboro State Park Rx with SIU Fire Dawgs
and Charles Ruffnerphoto was taken by Ben SnydeZaleb mentored several students during this
burn and shared some holding techniques protecting picnic pavilions when winds picked up.
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52 Acres burned with TNC
assistance on SIPBA properties

Protecting a hunting blind during a SIPBA private land precribed burn near Trigg Tower.



Left to right: Makenna Baar, Ruth Campos and Emma Ensley assisting the Southern lllinois Prescribed
Burn Association on private lands in Pope County.

Prescribed Burn Implementaticn

Date Unit, Ownership Acreage Worker Days*
1/13 Dixon Springs, IDNR 150 3
3/4 Bebout, USFSHrivater 130 1
3/4 Scott Raker, SIPBA / Private 40 1
3/5 Gibbons Creek West, USFS 575 2
3/5 Saline County SFWA, IDNR 56 1
3/6 Ashby, USES 125 2
3/7 Joiner, USFS / Privdte 336 1
3/8 Gap View, USFS / Private 1,501 1
3/8 Cache River SNBoulder Slope, IDNR 433 1
3/8 Ozark Hills Nature Preserve, IDNR 325 1
3/9 Whoopie Cat, USFS 301 1
3/9 Trail of Tears State Forest, IDNR 344 1
3/20 Turpen, USFS 125 2
3/21 Ozark Hill Prairie, USFS 1,235 3
3/22 Double Branch, USFS / Private 1,500 3
3/24 Makanda Drury East, USFS / Private 427 2
3/27 ParsonSIPBA Privatef 12 3



